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s his 15-vear reunion approached, Matt Weil 91 gol inspired—and

creative—about the many wayvs he could give back (o Boalt Hall.

Weil, an intellectual property law parter in the Orange County

office of McDermott Will & Emery, started with an act of personal

generosity. The Boalt alum, who already was busily serving as a mem-

hl..t‘ o[ his Class of 1991 Reunion Campaign committee, decided to make the Liw

school the beneliciary of his largest-ever charitable gift. Through his philanthropy,

Weil not only provided important resowrees for Boaly, but also set the bar for fel-
low: classmates celehrating their reunion year.

But Weil didn't stop there. He also began thinking about how he conld further
support his alma mater, its snudents and initiatives.

Learning that some [irst-vear Boalt students were hoping (o pursue legal advo-
cacy projects helping underserved youth, Weil saw that funding targeted summer
Fclluwslnp:, as i patural [ie with the mission of his family’s charitable Patricia &

S sa:>~ | Christopher Weil Family Foundation.

o : LS part of my family ethic,” be says, to pro-
mote education reform, particalarly in necdy
commuitities, Family members were likewise
intrigued. The Weil Foundation wound up sup-
porting a total of live Boaht students who partici-
pated in a variety of innovative youth advocacy
progeams tis past sumrner.

Matt Weibs father, Christopher, says he was
pleased to have an opportunity t support Boalt
stilents while helping “pesple whao need quality
legal services and can't allord them.”

Robyn Gould 08 and Lynn Wu *08 were two ol
lhc Boal bludt‘nl‘i who benelited [tom the Weil familys support. The two spent last
sumner as lebllows ar the National Center for Youth Law (NCYL) in Qakland,
engazed in public scrvice projects focused on education and youth advocaey:

The experience was “incredible,” says Gould, who joined a NCYL team working
to ensure the delivery of community-based mental health serviees to California
voungsters who are in {osier care or at risk of entering that system. The organiza-
tion’s £fTorts grew out of a class-action suit challenging the way the state cares for
tens of thousands ol abused and neglected children. *I worked in an arca of youth
Law theat T had never previously explored.” Gould says. “And 1 hope to do mune.”

Wu, meanwhile, pursued impact litigation cuses at NCYL, focusing on [oster
youth services. She developed a training manual on the vights of loster children that
will be put o innnediate use in Boalt's Edocation Advocacy Clinic.

Matt Weil is delighied that his Fumily could simultancously back worthy pro-
grams while helping his alma mater provide valuable (raining 10 eager students.
“Giving students a chanee o [urther their education and belp at-risk yvouth was a
win-win,” says Weil. Bac the Boalt students “didnt just have an inipact on children
aml their Luml;c._ ;" he says. “They bronght resources back o Boalt that will lever-
age long-1erm institutional change. Thats a skan dunk”




